
 

 

Sketch & Sculpture Camp Art Supplies-     Denise Dittmar,  Summer 2020 
You may substitute this suggested list with anything you have at home.  For most of these 
supplies I am working from Plaza Art online.  You may find it also at Dick Blick, Utrecht, 
Michaels, or other art suppliers.   
 
 
1.  Clay- I will fire cone 06 clay at the end of the summer if you can purchase it.  Clay works in 
Alexandria is my source. 
I am suggesting that each student who can’t get cone 06 clay, that you purchase one of the 
following self-hardening clays from Plaza Art.  All the supplies can be picked up curbside at a 
local store in Bethesda, Rockville, and other places.  It may also be shipped to you, so you can 
also order from another supplier. 
 
Mexican Self-Hardening Pottery Clay 5 lbs.  17.95 
or 
Marble self Hardening Clay 5 lbs.  17.95 
or 
Das Air-hardening Clay Terracotta 2.2 lbs. 10.28  (order 2) 
or 
Plus Clay Terracotta 2.2 lbs  13.21  (order 2) 
 
We will do a slab container, a slab tile design, and a figure or an animal.  Other projects are also 
possible such as a coil bowl or cup, or one of your proposal. 
 
2.  Clay tools-   these will be helpful to cut and manipulate your clay. 
 
Clay roller-  3.27 
or  a rolling pin or other roller.  I tried to order one from my Virginia Plaza store for pickup but 
they didn’t have it.  I have a breyer (printmakng roller) that looks exactly like it. 
 
Toggle Wire Clay Cutter-  1.67  Invaluable for breaking up your clay into slices or smaller 
chunks.  Parents may supervise the use of this wire. 
 
Also: 
You will need a dull kitchen knife or letter opener, or a popsicle stick to cut up your slab pieces.  
You will need a pencil for detailing in the clay.  You can use a piece of plywood to work on or a 
canvas cloth on your table.  If you have your own ceramic tools you can definitely use them. 
 
3.  Wire-  You may have substitute wire at your house.  Students must wear glasses, 
sunglasses, or safety goggles while using.  We will need a wire cutter or a scissor you don’t 
mind dulling.  I chose a thin wire to work with that I hope is easy to manipulate.   
 
I am proposing to do a wire figure but I’m investigating alternatives as well, 
 
Sculpting Armature Wire-  1/16” x 32’  4.79 
 
4. Plasterwrap-  8” x 5 yards  10.79  .  You can substitute use of  long paper strips and a glue 
water mix for a Paper Mache substitute but the plaster is really fun to use. 



 

 

5.  Scraps-  Wood scraps, cardboard that is easy to cut or tear, Pieces of corrugated 
cardboard, foamcore, etc. A box of popsicle sticks can add immeasurably to our creations. 
 
Woodcraft popsicle sticks by Creatology 3.99-6.99 (Michaels) 
 
Other:  Recycled materials like an interesting butter container, or a thin cardboard box or a 
cylinder oatmeal container can make a creature, building, structure or just a sculpture. 
Bottlecaps, pom poms, pipe cleaners, stickers, color foam, even glitter.   Color paper, wall 
paper, receipts, string, yarn, tickets… anything you might use in a collage. 
 
6.  Glue, tape, and scissors-  hopefully you have this at home.  Choose whatever is best for 
your student. 
White school glue 
Wood glue 
Hot or Warm glue only for the oldest students with cautions about use 
Plastic clear packaging tape 
Duck tape 
Scissors 
 
7.  Opaque paint-  We will be painting the air-dryed clay, the plaster wrap sculpture, and the 
scraps/recycled material sculpture.  Any substitute paint you have at home, tempera, gouache, 
or acrylic will work.  Watercolor may work in a limited way.  I’m listing the base coat first.  Then I 
Iist the same paints I recommend to the Draw and Paint camp in the morning. 
 
Liquatex Basics Gesso-  16 oz.  6.99  
or 
Plaza Studio Titanium white acrylic paint 4.99 
 
Additional Paint: 
Aurora Washable Tempera, 8 oz bottles (Plaza)  (other colors if desired as well) 
 Red  $2.37 
 Yellow “ 
 Blue    “ 
 White  “ 
or 
Plaza Studio Acrylics 8 tube set, 75ml each  19.99  (Plaza) 
 
8.  Sketchbook, pencil, eraser, ruler-  our drawing will help us with our planning.  
Please use an old sketchbook if you have one or get one such as the following. 
 
Artist Loft Sketchbook 50 lb. paper, 75 sheets 9 x 12”  5.99  (Michaels) 
 
 
Thank you! 
Yours, 
 
Denise Dittmar 
214-924-8755 



 

 

denise.dittmar@gmail.com 


