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BLENDED LEARNING FOR TODAY'S CLASSROOM  

This class is a facilitator taught online course consisting of 6 sessions. Each session will 
consist of approximately 5-6 instructional hours with additional hours required for reading, 
discussions, etc.  

 

Workshop Description  

 
In a competitive environment where budget and quality conscious educational experiences are crucial, institutions are looking for 
cost-effective and innovative solutions to delivering engaging courses. The solution is to blend the best features of in-person 
instruction with technology-enriched online experiences to create an educational atmosphere that promotes active participatory 
learning. By supplementing traditional in-person methods with web-based activities and resources, the course is made more 
accessible and interactive and cultivates increased student interest and self-exploration. This is a preparatory course for new 
blended learning instructors. Participants will focus on specific best practices and implementation as applied to blended learning. 
The goal of the course is to equip faculty with the tools they will need to teach blended courses. 
 

Workshop Materials  

 
All material will be incorporated into the online workshops. You will find content that must be completed in each unit. These 
reviews will help you better understand the content and better prepare you for the activities.  
 

Goals  

 
This course is designed to present students with best practices in blended learning on topics including course design, multimedia 
tools, assessment and feedback, asynchronous communication, synchronous communication, and course start up procedures. 
Students will also review the Blackboard skills necessary to facilitate each of these tasks in the online classroom. 
 

Objectives  

 

During this workshop, participants will learn skills and strategies to: 

 Understand how to setting up your classroom OTS 6 and 7  

 Understand IDLA course philosophy OTS 6 and 7  

 Identify what an IDLA course look like OTS 6 and 7  

 Learning new teaching skills and knowledge Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Facilitate and manage online interaction Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Identify uses and types of tools for synchronous learning activities. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Identify instructional purposes and strategies for synchronous learning activities. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Review a variety of uses, benefits and purposes for online discussions. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Promote communication with parents and students through active listening strategies. Idaho OTS 5, 6 & 10 

 Identify your current approach to time management and create a blocked time management schedule. Idaho OTS 9 

 Create a management plan for your online classroom, including rules for netiquette. Idaho OTS 5 & 6 

 Identify uses and types of tools for synchronous learning activities. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Identify instructional purposes and strategies for synchronous learning activities. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Develop skills in using chat and IdahoLive web conferencing tool. Idaho OTS 1 and 4  

 Consider how learning styles apply online OTS 2 and 3 

 Explore the resources available to IDLA teachers OTS 2 and 3 

 Complete practice exercises in Blackboard to review skills OTS 6 and 7  

 Simulate the online experience of an individual with a disability OTS 2, 3 and 7  

 Discuss different intervention strategies for students with disabilities OTS 2, 3 and 7  

 Learn the Blackboard skills necessary to make accommodations OTS 2, 3 and 7  
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 Learn how to personalize your course OTS 9 and 10  

 Get a Blackboard course ready to teach OTS 9 and 10 

Specific Blackboard Skills: 

 Understand the Instructor Role and use the edit mode 

 Identify and navigate the Course Menu 

 Understand the Control Panel 

 Add a course banner 

 Create and edit folders 

 Use the Blackboard Editing Tools 

 Upload items to the Content Collection and create links to these items 

 Embed a YouTube video in an item 

 Add and edit Course Syllabus, Checklists and Schedule 

 Post an announcement with a graphic 

 Create and link Discussion Boards 

 Create and link Wikis, Blogs, and Journals 

 Export a Blog/Journal 

 Create a Wimba Classroom link and Podcast 

 Create and send emails 

 Create Assignments, Tests and Test Pools 

 Set up the Grade Center 

 Grade items and provide feedback using the Grade Center 

 Understand and apply due dates 

Alignment to Standards  

 
This workshop meets the standards for Content, Instructional Design, and Technology as defined in the National Standards of 
Quality for Online Courses, published by the North American Council for Online Learning (NACOL).  
 
This workshop provides teachers with an opportunity to meet Idaho Online Teaching Endorsement standards and competencies.  
 

Final Product  

 
A completed lesson that utilizes best practices in face to face and online learning to engage students in a blended environment.    
 

Prerequisites  

 
The prerequisites for this course are a basic understanding of computer use (i.e. word processing, internet searches, etc). In 
addition you will need to be familiar with your grade level or subject area standards.  
 

Workshop Length  

 
This workshop is divided into 6 content-based sessions. Each content session includes readings, activities, and final product. The 
online instructional time for each content session is estimated to be between two and three hours, with additional course work 
required. Total time required for the entire workshop is estimated to be 90 hours.  

Unit Name 

Week 1 Blackboard Orientation 

Session One: Understanding your Course 

Session Two: Digital Media Tools 

Session  Three: Communication Skills and Effective Feedback 
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Session  Four: Managing the Online Experience 

Session  Five: Ensuring Accessibility 

Session  Six: Getting Your Course Started 

   

Assessment and Recommended Requirements  

 
Specific questions about assessment, expectations, or requirements should be directed to the facilitator of this workshop. IdahoPD 
recommends that the following criteria be used to determine successful completion of this workshop:  

  

 
Activities 

Participants are expected to complete the required course readings and activities as posted in each of the session 
assignment pages. Participants are expected to post reflections about the assigned readings and the completed 
activities in the online course discussion. Class artifacts added to your portfolio (optional). 

   
Final 

Product 

Participants are expected to complete and submit the final product during the final workshop session. Participants 
who are completing team products are expected to work collaboratively with their team on the product and include 
the names of all team members on the final product posting with in the course. Here are suggested criteria for 
evaluating final products: http://www.edtechleaders.org/documents/finalproject_guidelines.htm 

   
Final Survey 

Participants are expected to complete the final workshop survey within one week of the end of the last workshop 
session. 

 

Incomplete Policy  

 
Upon completing the course, participants will receive a grade of Pass or Fail. In order to receive a Certificate of Completion, 
participants must complete all of the course requirements within one week of the course's ending date. If participants do not 
complete the course's requirements within this one week period (or by special arrangement with their facilitator as a result of 
extenuating circumstances), they will not pass the course.  For those who are taking the course for graduate credit, a passing grade 
is 80%.  
    

Equipment  

 
 Computer new within the past 5 years.  

 Speaker and microphone  

 Mozilla Firefox 3.5 or better (please use this in place of other browsers). See Resources link for the download.  

http://www.edtechleaders.org/documents/finalproject_guidelines.htm

